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Furoshiki, the Japanese craft of 
wrapping with fabric, is one of the 
most time-honored art forms and 
embodied the philosophy of “reduce, 
reuse, recycle” long before eco- 
friendliness became fashionable. 

Wrap a gift, cover a pillow, embellish 


a handbag-or make one! Wrapping 
With Fabric shows you 40 beautiful 
things to do with a piece of fabric and 
a couple of basic knots. More than 
this, it explains the ideology behind 
the cloth—“one item, many uses”—the 
etiquette of color, and the history of 
a craft that has been passed down 
through generations and remains a fun 
and useful everyday art form. 
Opportunities for artistry are all 
around you. With Wrapping With Fabric 
it's easy to bring a touch of grace and 
ingenuity to your daily life, and help 
preserve the environment too. 
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Methods of Wrapping 


Secure wrapping Wrapping flat objects 


P24 


P74 


Gorgeous Wrapping 


P68 


Wrapping long and slender objects 


Wrapping bottles 
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Carrying on your back 


Wrapping with a handle P62 


Decorating a bag Attached on outside 


Some Furoshiki Memories 
By Amy Katoh 


Two mornings every week a red-cheeked farmer’s wife came to our neighborhood with 
a giant indigo furoshiki lashed to her back bearing everything she had pulled and 
picked from the fields that morning in Chiba Prefecture. Thirty years later, she still 
comes, but today her son drives her here, and the produce is brought in cardboard 
boxes that she wheels along on a dolly for easy movement. We both remember the 
furoshiki deliveries. 

When I lived with a family during my first year in Japan at age 20, specially made 
clothing was delivered to our house in furoshiki. I remember my feeling of wonder 
when the cloth bundles arrived. 

Furoshiki picnics—the thrill, the promise, the surprise, of opening them. 

The kimono salesman who sold his wares at the house where I stayed when I first 
came to Japan in 1962 would carry his whole shop’s inventory tied in a furoshiki on his 
back. Upon entering the tatami-matted room he would open his furoshiki and, with a 
flourish, roll the splashy bolts of kimono silk out onto the mat to show the full length of 
his treasures. 

Art dealers keep their treasures in bright yellow squares of cotton furoshiki. I know 
the package contains something special when I see that distinctive color. 

Huge furoshiki are used to wrap futon bedding. They are stored away in a closet 
when not in use. 

Antique dealers at the flea markets transport their goods to the weekly markets in 
faded furoshiki. Here it is important not to judge the content by its cover. Furoshiki 
mismatches often make for surprises. 

A furoshiki wrapped the ashes of the son of our beloved contractor Tazaki-san. We 
had gone to the interment, and as we were heading for home the elder son met us. He 
was carrying his brother’s ashes in a silver brocade furoshiki, and he asked if we would 
please give them both a ride to the cemetery. His brother had always loved old cars, 
and he wanted his brother’s last ride to be in our old sports car. 

One of my closest friends, Harumi Nibe, is a flower lover. She finds amazing wild 
flowers by the roadside and also grows her own flowers. For years she came to Blue & 
White once or twice a week to arrange her green offerings of the season. To see her 
arrive at the door with her plaid, worn furoshiki filled with leaves and blossoms— gifts 
of nature—was always exciting. And when she opened the furoshiki, it was filled with 
joy and vibrancy (and often bugs and spiders and other insects). This was a furoshiki of 
life itself. 

To wrap the world with words is easy. But to wrap life in a small square of cloth is 


unbelievable. 


The Versatility of Furoshiki 1 


One piece of fabric can be transformed in a variety of ways depending on what is being wrapped. It is 
truly ever-changing! 


One cloth seven ways—about 28in (70cm) polyester wrapping cloth 


The Versatility of Furoshiki 2 


How would you carry these things? 


nae 


Simply by tying three knots, a furoshiki сап Бе shaped to carry almost anything. (See page 43) 


Furoshiki in just three knots—about 36in (90cm) acetate wrapping cloth 


The Versatility of Furoshiki 3 


Even when the shape and wrapping style are the same, different furoshiki designs express different moods. 


Same shape, different moods—27in (68cm) rayon wrapping cloth 
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Vertical design ME 0 Tategawari 


Reversible miii Ryomen 
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The Versatility of Furoshiki 4 


Creative finishing enables a wide variety of arrangements. 


1. Put one corner over the ma-musubi 


t~ 
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2. Fold the corner out and put the tip of 3. Tie a ma-musubi knot (see page 15) 


knot, as if hiding it. the corner through the knot so that it and fix the two corners so that they stand 


looks like a flower. The flower part is the in the middle. 
reverse side of the fabric. 


Five creative finishing knots—approximately 18in (45cm) cotton wrapping cloth 


тт 


No. 3 is the basic form of wrapping. See page 69 for steps. 


KER 


5. Fold the two corners toward the middle 6. Fold the far corner into the middle of 
of the knot and push them into it (see the knot and fold the near corner down. 
page 69). 


See the following page for details of ma-musubi knot. 


4. Wrap the two standing corners around 


your finger and push the tip into the knot. 
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The Versatility of Furoshiki 5 


A furoshiki has a variety of expressions depending on how it is wrapped. You can adjust the image to 


h 


suit the content or the person who receives the gift. 
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Four ways to wrap a bottle—about 28in (70cm) polyester wrapping cloth 


The Basic Knot 


The knot is the key element in creating various forms of wrapping using a furoshiki. 
By mastering the knots, you will be able to truly understand the power of the furoshiki. 


How to tie a ma-musubi knot 


Once you have tied a ma-musubi knot, it will not come undone. And when you want to untie it, 


you can do so very simply and quickly. 


1. Hold two diagonally opposite corners of the 2. Cross corner (a) over corner (b). 
furoshiki, one in each hand. 


3. Fold (b) over and then under and behind (a). 4. Fold (a) to the left and fold (b) over (a). 


5. Push (b) through the circle. 6. Pull (a) and (b) in opposite directions. This 
completes the ma-musubi knot. 


If you have tied the ma-musubi knot correctly, This is a bad example of the knot. It will come 
both corners will line up straight. undone easily. 


How to untie a ma-musubi knot 


No doubt you are surprised by the magic of the knot and understand the wisdom behind it. 


1. Hold the bottom of (a) with your left hand and 2. Pull the tip of (a) toward (b) until you feel a kind 
the top of (a) with your right hand. of click. The important point here is that the whole 
of (a) should be lined up straight. 


3. Hold the knot linking (b) to (a) gently from above. 4. Pull (b) to the right, and the knot comes apart. 


16 


How to tie a hitotsu-musubi knot 


Hitotsu-musubi is a knot for one corner of the furoshiki. A combination of ma-musubi and 


hitotsu-musubi knots enables the furoshiki to be used in a variety of ways. 


1. Hold one corner of the furoshiki. 2. Make a circle. 


3. Push the corner of the furoshiki through the 4. Pull the tip of the corner. 
circle. 


5. This completes the knot. 
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1. Spread the furoshiki out with the main 2. Pull the far-side corner of the furoshiki З. Return the corner to its previous position 
design facing down. Place the gift in the over the gift so that the main design can and pull the near corner over the gift. 
center of the furoshiki. be seen. Adjust the position of the gift. 


4. Tuck this corner under the gift. 5. Pull the left corner over the gift. 6-1. Adjust the overlapping of the 
comers. 


6-2. Pull the right corner over the gift. 7. Pull the remaining corner over the gift. 8. Tuck the remaining corner under the 
gift. 


The cloth shown here is a patterned silk square measuring 27 x 27in (68 x 68cm). 
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Frrand Wrapping 


{500 МЈ Otsukai Tsutsumi 


The most popular form of wrapping with a beautiful knot 


1. Position the box in the middle of the 2. Pull the near corner over the gift and 3. Pull the far corner over the box. Tuck 
furoshiki. tuck the remainder of this corner under the remainder of this corner under the 
the box. box. 


4-1. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the left 4-2. Continue as per page 15, step 3 4-3. See page 15, step 4. 
and right corners of the furoshiki. 


4-4. See page 15, step 5. 4-5. This completes the Errand Wrapping. 


Errand Wrapping—about 27in (68cm) silk wrapping cloth 
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Lala. Kakushi Tsutsumi 
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Hidden Wrapping 


A practical and beautiful form of wrapping that secures 
the contents and makes full use of the main design 
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1-1. As per Errand Wrapping, position 1-2. Pull the near corner over the giftand 1-3. Pull the far corner over the box. 
the box in the middle of the furoshiki. tuck the remainder of this corner under 
the box. 


1-4. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the left 1-5. Continue as per page 15, step 3. 1-6. See page 15, step 4. 
and right corners of the furoshiki. 


2-1. Hold the part that was over the 2-2. Free the section completely. 3. Pull the corner over the knot as if 
contents in 1-3 and pull. hiding it. This completes the Hidden 
Wrapping. 


Hidden Wrapping—about 27in (68cm) silk wrapping cloth 
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Two Vertical Knots 


PU DH С^ Yotsu Musubi 


А secure way to carry heavy and large objects 


1. Place the object in the middle of the furoshiki. 2. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the corner in front of you and 
the one diagonally opposite. 


3. Tie another ma-musubi knot using the other two corners. This 
completes the Two Vertical Knots. 


Two Vertical Knots—about 46in (118cm) cotton square 
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Two Horizontal Knots 


ORO Futatsu Musubi 


Skillfully wrapping a long object; the wisdom of our predecessors 


1. Place the object in the middle of the 2. Bring the corner in front of youandthe 3-1. Cross the two corners. 
furoshiki. diagonally opposite corner together over 
the object. 


3-2. Switch hands. 3-3. Pull the two corners away from each 4-1. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the 
other to the right and left. corner that you pulled to the left and the 
other corner on the left. 


4-2. Repeat on the other side. 4-3. Adjust the knots and overall 
appearance. This completes the Two 
Horizontal Knots. 


Two Horizontal Knots—about 28in (70cm) polyester wrapping cloth 
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Ñ For carrying а bundle of 
long objects 


1. Place the object in the middle of the 2. Bring the corner in front of yu and the 3. Cross the two corners and switch 
furoshiki. diagonally opposite corner together over hands. Pull them in opposite directions. 
the object. 


4. Pull together the corner that you pulled 5. Cross the corners under the object and б. Tie a ma-musubi knot on the top. 
to the left and the other corner on the left. bring them around to the top. 


7. Repeat the same process on the right 
side. This completes the Pole Wrapping. 


Pole Wrapping—about 47in (120cm) silk square 


Roll Wrapping 


ж ж al Maki Tsutsumi 


For wrapping long cylindrical objects 
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1. Place the object in the middle of the 2. Fold the corner in front of you over the 2-2. Start rolling toward the point. 
furoshiki. object . 


gE ra dude н: 


2-3. Finish rolling to form а neat, even 3-1. Pull the right and left corners 3-2. While pulling one toward you and 
tube. together to the center and cross them. one away from you, turn the object upside 
down. 


3-3. The ends will wrap around the center 4. Tie a ma-musubi knot. 5. This completes the Roll Wrapping. 
of the roll. 


Roll Wrapping—about 47in (120cm) cotton wrapping cloth 
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Watermelon 
Wrapping 
TODEA Suika Tsutsumi 


Make a multipurpose small bag 
with two ma-musubi knots 


1. Place the object in the middle of the 2. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the two corners 
furoshiki. in front of you. Leave a space in the middle of the 
knot just large enough to put your hand through. 


3. Repeat the same process on the other side. 4-1. Hold both knots. 


4-2. Put one knot through the other. 4-3. Pull the knot all the way through and 
smooth out creases. This completes the 
Watermelon Wrapping. 


Watermelon Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) polyester wrapping cloth 
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Bottle Wrapping 


Жа Bin Tsutsumi 


Wrap a bottle and add a handle for a marvelous gift 


a A 


1. Place the bottle in the middle of the 2. Tie a ma-musubi knot over the bottle 3. Hold the two other corners and bring 
furoshiki. using the corner in front of you and the them to the back of the bottle. 


one diagonally opposite. 
\ г 


4. Cross the two corners behind the bottle 5. Stand the bottle upright and adjust the 6. To create a handle untie the ma-musubi 


and switch hands. Bring the corners tothe knot. This is one way to complete the knot at the top of the bottle. Twist the 
front of the bottle and lay it down. Tie a Bottle Wrapping. corners round and round in different 
ma-musubi knot. directions. 


7. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the tips of 
these coiled corners. This completes the 
Bottle Wrapping. 


Bottle Wrapping—about 36in (90cm) 95% acetate, 5% polyester wrapping cloth 


Han 


1. Lay the bottles in the middle of the 2. Fold over the corner in front of you. 2-2. Roll the bottles toward the corner. 
furoshiki, with a space about the size of a 
fist between them. 


3-1. Make sure that the end ofthe corner — 3-2. Bring the bottles upright so that the 3-3. Holding the corner in place with 
is on top. tip of the corner is inserted between the your finger helps ensure a neat break 
bottom of the bottles. between the bottles. 


4-1.Tie a ma-musubi knot on top of the 4-2. This completes the Two-Bottle 
bottles. Wrapping. 


Two-Bottle Wrapping—about 36in (90cm) acetate 9596 , 596 polyester wrapping cloth 
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Furoshiki are very useful as small bags. The sight of someone holding a furoshiki 
wrapping is truly lovely, but carrying something with both hands is not always 
the best way to use a furoshiki. By utilizing one of furoshiki’s core principles, 
which is that “the content is the leading actor,” and making the best bag to suit 
that content, you can create an easy-to-handle, fashionable and natural bag. 
Depending on your needs at the time, it can be a shoulder bag, a shopping 
bag, a handbag, or whatever. There is no type of bag more convenient than 

a furoshiki bag. 


жы” елм, TT TT TEE TE Л емы, OM TTT тте, ER 


\\ 
ІІ); 
\ | 
| 1 27) 
ІШ 
duy 


| 
| 
| 


1 


For stylish wrapping of books, files, 
tablets or other compact computers 


` - 
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1. Place the base of the object centrally on 2. Fold the corner in front of you to form З. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the left 
the diagonal line of the furoshiki. a triangular shape. and right corners. 


4. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the two 
remaining corners to make a handle. This 
completes the Ribbon Bag. 


Ribbon Bag—about 28in (70cm) silk square 
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A versatile small bag to meet а 
variety of needs 
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1. Fold the furoshiki into a triangular shape. 2-1. Tie hitotsu-musubi knots at the right and left corners. 


2-2. The two knots form a slight pouch in the center. 3. Tie the other two corners together with a ma-musubi knot. 
This completes the Simple Bag. 


Simple Bag—about 36in (90cm) acetate square 
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:urse-type bag that can be 
десі and closed 


1-1. Hold the right and left corners of the 
furoshiki. 


1-2. Tie them once in a simple knot. 


2. Tiea ma-musubi knot using the tips of 
these two corners and form a circle for 
the handle. 


3. Repeat the same process using the 
other two corners. This completes the 
Shopping Bag. 


Shopping Bag—about 41in (105cm) cotton square 


A shoulder bag with a long handle 


A, 


1-1. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the two 1-2. When tying, make sure that опе end 1-3. The knot closure will form a pouch at 
corners in front of you. is long and the other is short. the end. 


2-1. Repeat the process on the other side. 2-2. You now have two long ends to form 
the straps. 


3. Hold the two longer corners, twist them 
gently, and tie them into a ma-musubi 
knot to make a handle. This completes 
Shoulder Bag A. 


Shoulder Bag A—about 41in (105cm) cotton square 
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1. Lay the furoshiki in front of you with 


2. Tie the corner nearest to you and the 
the design side facing down. 


3. Hold the ends of these two corners, tie 
diagonally opposite corner into a simple them into a ma-musubi knot, and form a 


knot tightly. circle. 


4. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the other 
two corners, adjusting the length so that 
you can carry the bag on your back. 
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XX If you hold the two ma-musubi knots formed in stages З and 4 
together and make them the same length, you have a handbag. 


Shoulder Bag B—about 36in (90cm) nylon square 
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Balloon Bag. 


Made by tying single knots at all ma. corners 
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1-1. Tie hitotsu-musubi knots at all four corners. 
When tying them, make sure to leave long corner ends. 


1-3. Four knotted corners complete the bag shape. 


2. Tie two ma-musubi knots using adjacent corners to 
make handles. This completes the Balloon Bag. 


Balloon Bag—about 36in (90cm) cotton square 


1-2. The knot forms a pouch on the inside of the 
corner. 
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If you wrap the basket in а furoshiki, later it opens to become a picnic sheet 


ere 
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heit c d 
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1. You will need a rectangular basket with 2. Pull the corner in front of you over the 3. Pass the left and right corners of the 
side handles for this wrap. Place the basket. furoshiki through the handles of the 
basket in the middle of the furoshiki. basket from outside. 


4. Pull the far corner of the furoshiki over 5. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the twisted 
the basket and twist the left and right corners to make a handle. This completes 
corners. the Picnic Basket wrapping. 


Picnic Basket—about 28in (70cm) cotton square 
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For a handbag with one handle 


1. Place the bag in the middle of the 2. Pass the ends (a) and (b) through the 3. Pull (a) and (b) toward the outside and 
furoshiki. circle of the handle. fasten them with a rubber band at the 
bottom of the bag’s handle. 


4. Adjust the bundled part into a flower 
shape. Repeat the process on the other 
side. (See page 79) 


For a handbag with two handles 


1. Place the handbag in the middle ofthe 2. Fasten them with a rubber band and 
furoshiki and pass (a) and (b) through one таКе a flower shape. Repeat the process 


handle. Bring the two ends around. on the other handle. 


Dress-up Bag—about 36in (90cm) acetate square 
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Carry several books in a furoshiki 


1. Lay the books on each side of the 2. Flip one book toward you and the other 3. Flip the books back to the diagonal line. 
diagonal line of the furoshiki. book away from you. Then place the 
corners of the furoshiki over the books. 


4. Cross the left and right corners and 5-1. Put one book on top of the other by 5-2. Pull the two ends. 
pull. folding the diagonal line. 


6-1. Twist the ends to form a curved 6-2. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the ends 
handle. of the two corners. This completes the 
Book Wrapping. 


Book Wrapping—about 27in (68cm) rayon square 
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1. Place the umbrella in the middle of the 2. Roll it up. 3. Leave the corner where the handle is 
furoshiki. alone and tie a hitotsu-musubi knot at the 


other end. 


4. Tie a ma-musubi knot around the 
handle of the handbag. This completes 
the Umbrella Wrapping. 


Umbrella Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) polyester square 
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Таке aaa of the foros АА 
: versatility tọ wrapign awkward] 


1. Place the object in the middle of the 2-1. Cross the left and right corners and 
furoshiki. bring them to the back of the object. 


3. Bring the top and bottom corners to the 
back, twist them, and tie a ma-musubi 
knot to make a shoulder strap. This 
completes Shoulder Bag C. 


Shoulder Bag C—about 40in (100cm) polyester square 


2-2. Tie a ma-musubi knot. 
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Bouquet Wrapping 


AEA Hanataba Tsutsumi 


1. Place the bouquet in the middle of the 2. Hold the two far corners, tie them once, and 
furoshiki. then tie a ma-musubi knot with the ends. (This 
will be the handle.) 


3-1. Fold the part of the furoshiki in front of you 3-2. Flip the unit over. 
over the bouquet. 


4. Hold the left and right corners and 
tie a ma-musubi knot with them. This 
completes the Bouquet Wrapping. 


Bouquet Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) acetate square 
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аке а backpack using two furoshiki 


1. Prepare two furoshiki. (The size will 2-1. Fold the furoshiki that will be the 2-2. Tie the two bottom corners tightly. 
depend on the carrier.) main part of the backpack into a 
triangular shape. 


3. Fold the other furoshiki, which will be 4. Tie ma-musubi knots at the left and 
the shoulder strap, into a triangular shape right sides. This completes the Backpack. 
and then fold it again to a desirable width. 
Place the folded furoshiki on top of the 
knot made at stage 2-2 and tie a firm 
ma-musubi knot over it. 


Backpack—about 28in (70cm) polyester, about 20in (50cm) cotton 
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Consider the Occasion 


A gift wrapped in a furoshiki always delivers something more than just the 

item wrapped. It also conveys thoughtfulness, courtesy, and gracefulness. 
Although wrapping paper and paper gift bags are convenient and usually 
“occasion themed,” a gift wrapped in a furoshiki is sure to make an impression. 
If you've never considered the value of furoshiki as gift wrapping, why not give 
it a try? If you are meeting your boyfriend's parents for the first time, take a gift 
wrapped in a furoshiki. Even if you are not yet confident with wrapping, 

they are sure to be touched Бу your thoughtfulness. 


Flower Wrapping А q 


1E 014A Hana Tsutsumi 


ts 


1. Place the gift in the middle of the 2. Bring the nearest corner and the far 3. Bring the right and left corners behind 
furoshiki. corner together over the gift. the top and bottom corners, cross them, 
and bring them to the front. 


Fa 


4. Wrap the right and left corners around 5-1. Grip the top corner about 2 inches 5-2. Press this part into the hole. 
the base of the top and bottom corners (5cm) from the top. 
and tie a ma-musubi knot. 


6. Repeat with the bottom corner to form 
petals. Adjust the appearance. This 
completes Flower Wrapping A. 


Flower Wrapping A—about 20in (50cm) cotton wrapping cloth 
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Flower Wrapping В 


JÉ IPB Hana Tsutsumi 


Use a rubber band to create a corsage style 


1. Place the gift in the middle of 
the furoshiki. 


2-1. Pull the right and left corners to the 2-2. Pull the top and bottom corners to the 
middle. middle and tie them at the base with a rubber 
band. 


3-1. Pass the top and bottom ends through the 3-2. Adjust the appearance. This completes 
rubber band to create a flower shape. Flower Wrapping B. 


Flower Wrapping B—about 20in (50cm) polyester square 
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1. Place the gift in the middle of the 2. Hold three corners together over the 3-1. Pull the last corner around the three 


furoshiki. gift. corners. 
3-2. Tie. 3-3. The small corner that remains can 4-1. Twist one corner to create a flower 
serve as the flower’s leaf. shape and push it into the middle part. 


4-2. This completes the Rose Wrapping. 


Rose Wrapping—about 20in (50cm) polyester square 
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Wrap а flat gift with a distinctive accent 
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1. Place the top-right corner of the book 
about 4in (10cm) in from the halfway 
point on the side connecting the top and 
right corners. 


4. Pull the left corner over the book. 


6-2. Grip the base of the corner and 
repeat the process on the far side. 


Ribbon Wrapping—about 20in (50cm) 


2. Flip the book over once toward you. 3. Pull the bottom corner over the book. 


~ af 


5. Flip the book with the furoshiki over 6-1. Fold the top-right side over the top- 
once away from you. right corner of the book and lift up the 
right end of the furoshiki. 


A NG 


6-3. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the top 
and right ends. This completes the Ribbon 
Wrapping. 
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Gift Bottle A 


Wrap a bottle of Japanese sake in a stylish way 


Ы» ск. 


1. Lay the bottle in the middle of the 2. Fold the bottom corner over the bottle. 3. Fold the top corner over the bottle. 
furoshiki. 


4. Grip the right and left corners ofthe 5-1. Pull the right and left corners behind 5-2. Twist them once more. 
furoshiki and stand the bottle up. the bottle, cross them, and switch hands. 


¢ 


6. Twist both the right and left corners up 7-1. Tuck the remaining parts into the 7-2. This completes Gift Bottle A. 
to the ends, bring them to the front ofthe — furoshiki to secure them. 
bottle, and tie them simply. 


Gift Bottle A—about 36in (90cm) cotton square 
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Make а gorgeous wrapping of wine 
or champagne. Ideal for a party. 


1. Stand the bottle in the middle of the 2. Adjust the far edge to the height of the 2-1. Fold the part of the furoshiki in your 
furoshiki. bottle, fold it into a triangle, and hold it up. ^ hand like a folding screen. 


3-2. Fix this part to the neck of the bottle 3-3. Repeat the process on the near side. 4-1. Hold the right and left ends and 
using a rubber band. bring them behind the bottle. 


4-2. Cross these ends, switch hands, and 4-3, Fasten ends together with a rubber 5-1. Pass each end through the rubber 
bring them to the front of the bottle. band. band to create a flower shape. 


5-2. The ends passed through the rubber 5-3. Adjust the appearance. This 
band are leaves, and the middle part isthe completes Gift Bottle B. 
flower. 


Gift Bottle B—about 28in (70cm) polyester square 
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Dressy Wrapping 


Create a round, cute handbag style with handle and cover 


1. Place the gift in the middle of the 2. Fold the bottom corner over the gift. 3. Tie the right and left corners over the 
furoshiki. gift in a firm ma-musubi knot. 


4. Fold the top corner over the gift. 5-1. Twist the right and left ends and tie 5-2. This completes the Dressy Wrapping. 


them into a ma-musubi knot to create a 
handle. 


Dressy Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) rayon square 
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Combination 
Wrapping 


This is a way to wrap differently 
shaped *items.together 


М 


A 


ә, 


1. Place the items in the middle of the 2. Tie the top and bottom corners firmly 3. Twist these corners, tie a ma-musubi 
furoshiki. at the top of the bottle. knot, and create a circle. This will be the 
handle. 


4. Bring the right and left corners behind 5-1. Bring these ends to the front of the 5-2. These long ends will from the flower 
the bottle, cross them, and switch hands. bottle and fasten them with a rubber and leaves. 
band. 


6. Tuck the ends of the corners under the 
rubber band to create a flower shape. (See 
page 79). This completes the Combination 
Wrapping. 


Combination Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) cotton square 
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Twin Holder 


Excite the recipient by exposing a 
little part of the gift 


Twin Holder—about 28in (70cm) polyester square 


1. Place two cans in the middle of the 
furoshiki. 


2. Tie the top and bottom corners firmly 
between the cans. 


3. Twist the ends of the two corners that 
have been tied, tie them into a ma-musubi 
knot, and form a space. This will be the 
handle. 


4. Tie hitotsu-musubi knots on the right 
and left corners. This completes the Twin 
Holder. 
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Flower-Pot Wrapping 


TAWA Hachi Tsutsumi 


Make an attractive bit of interior decor just by wrapping 


1. Place the flower pot in the middle of 2. Fold the side nearest to you like a 
the furoshiki. Fold over the top and folding screen and hold it in your hand. 
bottom corners in accordance with the 

height of the pot. 


3. While holding the nearest side in your 4. Hold the left and right corners and 
hand, lift up the far side to the pot. cross them in front of the pot. 


5. Twist them one more time. 6. Pull them to the back of the pot and tie 
a ma-musubi knot. This completes the 


Flower-Pot Wrapping. 


Flower-Pot Wrapping—about 41in (105cm) cotton square 
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How About Опе іп Your Wardrobe? 


You can enjoy Japanese style even more easily with a furoshiki than by wearing a 
kimono. For example, tie a ma-musubi knot behind your neck using two adjacent 
corners of a furoshiki, and then tie another ma-musubi knot behind your waist 
using the other two corners, and you have a type of halter top. If the furoshiki is 
not large enough, you can just wear it as a chic scarf around your neck. 

Last spring a man came fo my store and asked for a furoshiki to use as an ascot 
tie at his university entrance ceremony. A design of cherry blossoms on a black 
background unexpectedly matched his shirt and looked very original indeed. 
Overseas, a furoshiki used in such a stylish way is sure to be a talking point. 


Cushi 2 
(mõhion Corg 
« МӘТПОП Coven 


1. Prepare two furoshiki. 2. Place the cushion in the middle of one 3. Pull the top and bottom corners over 


furoshiki. the cushion. 


4. As shown in the photo, fold the second 5. Turn this furoshiki over and lay it over 6. Tie the left and right corners of the first 
furoshiki so that it is inside out. the cushion. furoshiki in a ma-musubi knot over the 


second furoshiki. 


7. Turn the cushion over and tie another 
ma-musubi knot using the top and 
bottom corners of the second furoshiki. 


This completes the Cushion Cover. 


Cushion Cover—about 28in (70cm) cotton square x 2 
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Make a book cover іп an origami mode | 


1-1. Open the book and place it in the 
middle of the furoshiki. 


2-1. Turn the whole unit over. 


1-2. Pull the left side of the furoshiki over 
the front cover. 


2-2. Turn up the nearest part of the 
furoshiki to match the book. 


1-3. Flip the pages and pull the right side 
over the back cover. 


АЛА 


3-1. Leaving the left and right ends, fold 3-2. Adjust the left and right ends without 3-3. Align the left and right ends in front of 
the turned-up part two or three times to disturbing the folded part. you. 
form pleats. 


4-1. Repeat the process on the far side. 4-2. This step is shown working from the 5. Turn the whole unit 90 degrees and tie 
far side. You may find it easier to rotate а ma-musubi knot using the left and right 
the unit 180 degress and work from the ends in front of you. 


side closer to you. 


6. Repeat the process on the opposite side. 
This completes the book cover. 


Book Cover—about 20in (50cm) cotton square 
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1. Place the tissue box in the middle of the 2. Fold the nearest side over the box. (Use 
furoshiki. adhesive tape to secure it.) 


3. Bring the left corner over the side of 4. Repeat with the right corner. 
the box. 


5. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the left 6. Grip under the knots and pull them to 
and right corners. Repeat the process on the left and right for adjustment. This 
the opposite side. completes the Tissue Box Cover. 


Tissue Box Cover—about 18in (45cm) cotton square 


95 


Decorate your room with a wrapped 
container or basket 


«іе рі ра 


1. Fold the nearest corner and the far 2. Lift the nearest and far corners up 3. Hold the bottom of the right corner 
corner to match the height of the around the container. and twist it upward. 

container and place the container in the 

middle of the furoshiki. 


4. Repeat this process with the left corner. 


[8^ 


5. Tie a ma-musubi knot using the ends of 


these two corners. 


Twist Wrapping—about 28in (70cm) cotton square 
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ӘЛЕ orn Living 


Use furoshiki in a variety of ways to decorate your living room 


Fold a reversible furoshiki however you 


like and drape it over a sofa or armchair. 


Use a furoshiki as a tablecloth or runner. 


Style for Living—about 55in (140cm) cotton square 
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Sizes and Uses 


A furoshiki is not square; the height and width are slightly different. Traditionally, a furoshiki is made by 
cutting a roll of kimono fabric and sewing the edges. The sewn sides are top and bottom, and the width of the 
kimono roll is left and right. The height between top and bottom is greater than the width. 

The unit of furoshiki size is “haba,” and there are “futa-haba,” “nishi-haba,” “mi-haba” and so on; there 
are about ten basic furoshiki sizes. This is because in the past fabric was made in units of “hito haba” (about 
14in/36cm), and larger furoshiki were made by sewing one-haba units together. For example, “hito-haba (1 
haba) + hito-haba = futa-haba (2 haba).” Nowadays much wider fabric can be produced, and single 
furoshiki can be made up to “yo-haba” (4 haba; about 50in/128cm). Furoshiki of “itsu-haba” (5 haba) or 
more are made by sewing fabrics together. Recently, in addition to the basic sizes, there has been a tendency 
to commercialize nontraditional sizes and even square furoshiki, since it is more efficient to mass produce 
small furoshiki from wide fabric. 


Top 


Left Right A furoshiki has a top, bottom, 


left, and right sides. It is not 
square. The measurement 

Main 4 
design 


from top to bottom called 
“take” (height), and 
measurement from left to right 
is called “haba” (width). 


Bottom 
Machine 


stitch line 


The object to be wrapped in a furoshiki 
should be about one-third of the length 
of the furoshiki’s diagonal line. This is the 
easiest size to wrap. When wrapping an 
object, lay the furoshiki face down and 
place the main design on the side that’s 
farthest from you. 


91їп (230cm) 


77in (195сіп) 


69іп (175сіп) 


5lin (128cm) 
^ ) Furoshiki Sizes and Uses: 


Chu-haba, Shakuyon-haba 
for wrapping decorative 
еа (10-108 ано) envelopes, small objects. 
Futa-haba, Nishaku-haba 
for wrapping gifts, clothes, 


36in (90cm) 


29in (74cm) lunch boxes. 


27-28іп (68-70cm) Nishi-haba 
for wrapping 1.8-liter bottles 


2110 (52cm) or as extra bags. 
18in (45cm) Mi-haba 
for use as tablecloths. 
Yo-haba 
for wrapping cushions, clothes. 
Itsu-haba, Roku-haba, Shichi-haba 
for wrapping futon. 


X Sizes are approximate 


Design and Materials 


Fabric is used to wrap objects in many countries besides Japan, including Korea (Pojagi), China and Tibet, 
and Chile in South America. Materials, colors and designs differ due to such factors as climate, customs and 
the aesthetic sense of the people. The Japanese have developed a unique sensitivity thanks to the country’s 
affluent nature and distinctive four seasons. It is interesting to see that the Japanese people’s unique aesthetic 
sense and delicate thoughtfulness can be felt in their everyday utensils, too. 


Furoshiki Making 


Furoshiki are made by craftsman carrying 
on traditional methods. Several processes 
are involved. Based on a plan, the 
manufacturer chooses the design, 
material, dyes, processing and so on. 

The photo (far left) shows the process of 
“tenasen” hand-dyeing. The photo (left) 
shows a craftsman who is an expert in 
making “chirimen” (silk crepe). Many 
people are involved in the manufacture of 
just one furoshiki. 
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Omogara 

The eye-catching 
design is on the 
bottom right when the 
furoshiki is spread out. 


Ichimatsudori 

This design divides the 
furoshiki into four 
quarters using two 
colors. 


Ryomen 

The front and back are 
dyed differently so 
that both sides can be 
enjoyed. 
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A furoshiki, just one piece of fabric, embodies the essence of the 


Japanese aesthetic sense. It is designed to look beautiful not only 


when spread out but also when something is wrapped inside. 


Perhaps it is the unique sensitivity of the Japanese to see beauty in 


asymmetry and to think at the same time of both the flat and the 


three-dimensional perspectives. 


Wakudori 

This design has 
different colors 
around the edges, 
giving the appearance 
of a frame. 


Katamigawari 

This design divides 
the furoshiki into two 
halves, either 
diagonally or from top 
to bottom. 


Tategawari 

This design has an 
irregular pattern on 
the left and right sides. 


Reds 

Eye-catching colors 
like cinnabar and 
crimson are 
appropriate for happy 
events. 


Yellows 

Even sober colors like 
gold can be used for 
happy events if they 
have a light tint. 


Greens 

Quiet colors like 
greenish brown or 
deep green, can be 
used for happy or sad 
events. Light green 
and celadon green 
have a flowery image. 


The basic colors used in furoshiki are the traditional Japanese colors 
that have been loved by people for ages. Since the colors convey 
different meanings, it is important to choose colors and patterns 
carefully depending on the occasion. 


Blues 

Deep colors like indigo 
and navy blue can be 
used for sad events. 
Light blue has a cool 
feel. 


Purples 

Purple has been 
considered a noble 
color since ancient 
times. It can be used 
on both happy and sad 
occasions. 


Browns 

A quiet brown 
furoshiki conveys a 
note of chic. 
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These days furoshiki are available іп many materials, so, as with the 
color, you should choose the material to suit the occasion. Each 
material requires special care. 


Silk 

Crepe is the most 
popular material and 
is suitable for happy 
events. (Dry clean) 


Rayon 

Rayon’s sheen and 
texture is similar to 
that of silk. It shrinks 
when it gets wet. (Dry 
clean) 


Recycled fabric 

A variety of recycled 
fabrics have been 
developed. (Washable) 
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Cotton 

Cotton is durable and 
suitable for carrying 
objects, a good 
material for everyday 
use. (Washable) 


Polyester 

Polyester is very 
durable and wrinkle- 
free. (Washable) 


Nylon 

Nylon is very thin and 
light. It can be folded 
to a very compact size. 
(Washable) 


The patterns of furoshiki often show lucky-symbol designs suggestive 
of celebration. Both patterns of natural scenes and small patterns 
that are simple and repetitive convey particular meanings and 
wishes. Each pattern suggests thoughtfulness or playfulness. 


Kai awase 

A clam shell is a 
symbol of marital 
harmony, because its 
two halves match only 
each other. 


Takara zukushi 
This pattern is a 
collection of good- 
luck charms. 


Ariso 

This pattern shows 
carp jumping high in 
rough waves. 


Tombo 

Samurai are said to 
have loved dragonflies 
because they are quick 
and strong on the 
attack. 


Goshodoki 

This gorgeous pattern 
tells the story of a 
noble family in the 
Heian period (794— 
1192). 


Sho Chiku Bai 
This is the most 
popular pattern for 
wishing good luck. 


Kame 

The tortoise is a 
symbol of long life 
in Japan. 


Fukiyose 

This pattern of leaves 
drifting in the wind 
stands for “gathering 
happiness.” 
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Same komon 

This pattern of small 
dots looks like a shark 
skin. It was the kimono 
pattern of the Shimazu 
family in the past. 


Asa no ha 

This pattern of 
hexagons looks like a 
cross section of a hemp 
leaf. 


Enshu Donsu 

This pattern is made 
up of a collection of 
designs that Kobori 
Enshu, a man of many 
talents, and particularly 
well-liked. 


Rikyu Ume 

This pattern is made 
up of plum blossoms, 
which the tea master 
Sen no Rikyu loved. 


106 


Shima 

This striped pattern 
was introduced to 
Japan by foreign 
traders in the Edo 
period and became 
very popular. 


Arare shima 

The irregular dots in 
this pattern, arranged 
in stripes, look like 
hailstones. 


Shosoin Monyo 

This pattern is an 
imitation of designs 
kept in the Shosoin 
storehouse at Todaiji 
temple in Nara. 


Kamon 

In the Heian period, 
noble families began to 
put their crests on 
their palanquins and 
oxcarts. 


Etiquette: А Few Basics 


Good manners certainly are not just a lot of stiff rules. The important thing, especially on joyous or sad 
occasions, is to think not about yourself but about others. If you have some basic knowledge and show just a 
little consideration (for example, avoid bright colors at sad events), then you will be able to use furoshiki in a 
way appropriate to the purpose and occasion without getting flustered. When you present someone with a 
gift, you want to convey your warm thoughtfulness as well. 


Wrapping a Decorative Envelope 


A fukusa (special furoshiki for the tea ceremony) or a small furoshiki is the best kind of wrapping for presenting a 
decorative envelope used for offering money at congratulatory events or funerals. If you use a furoshiki, use one measuring 


about 17%in (45cm) (chu-haba). Use а bright color for a celebratory event and a subdued color for a funeral. 


Wrapping an envelope for a celebratory event 


> D 


1. Lay the furoshiki face 2. Pull the left corner 3. Pull the top corner 4. Pull the bottom 5. Finally, pull the right 
down and place the over the envelope. over the envelope. corner over the corner over and under 
envelope a little to the envelope. the envelope and adjust 
left. the whole package. 


Wrapping an envelope for a funeral 


1. Lay the furoshiki face 2. Pull Һе right corner З. Pull the bottom corner 4. Pull the top corner 5. Finally, pull the left 


down and place the over the envelope. over the envelope. over the envelope. corner over and under 
envelope a little to the the envelope and adjust 
right. the whole package. 
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Hirazutsumi and Furoshiki 


The history of furoshiki has two branches. One of these 
follows furoshiki’s long use as a wrapping cloth. The custom 
of wrapping things in cloth dates from ancient times. There 
is a record dating from the Nara period (710—794) of people 
keeping valuables wrapped in fabrics called “Tsutsumi.” A 
fabric used for wrapping imperial treasures 1,200 years ago 
still exists at the Shosoin in Nara. Documents show that 
there were fabrics called “Koromozutsumi” in the Heian 
period (794-1192) and “Hirazutsumi” in the Kamakura 
period (1192-1338). These were the predecessors of the 
furoshiki we use today as a wrapping cloth. The name has 
changed with the times, but the custom is the same. 

Meanwhile, usage of the word “furoshiki” increased as 
public baths (furo) became more common. The word 
“furoshiki” can be found in the list of items left by the 
shogun Tokugawa leyasu (1543-1616). It referred to a cloth 
that was used when taking a bath. 

Originally a furo was not a soaking bath but a steam bath, 
and people used furoshiki to wrap their clothes while they 


An illustration of a furoshiki as a bathing utensil appears in 
Joyokinmozui, an encyclopedia of manners for ladies in the Edo 
period. (National Diet Library) 


were in the bath so that their clothes did not get mixed up 
with those of others. When they got out of the bath, people 
would use the cloth for wiping their feet and to stand on 
while dressing. 

Since the “Hirazutsumi” and furoshiki were similar in 
shape and use, gradually the distinction between them faded 
away, and by the middle of the Edo period people were 
commonly referring to wrapping cloths as furoshiki. 
Merchants used furoshiki to transport their goods, and 
travelers used them to wrap and carry their belongings. 

Over time, however, furoshiki came to be used less and 
less. Following the rapid economic growth after World War 
П, people began to think of furoshiki as old-fashioned and 
too much trouble to use. In addition, department stores and 
supermarkets began to offer paper and plastic bags, which 
people soon came to take for granted. 

Happily, furoshiki are now beginning to regain their 
popularity. One reason for this is that environmental 
awareness is growing, and furoshiki are an excellent 
example of reuse. Another factor is that, along with their 
interest in popular culture, young people are beginning to 


show more interest in traditional Japanese culture. 


“Wrapping Culture” and “One 
Item, Many Functions” 


Wrapping culture vs. bag culture 


There’s no question that bags are the preferred means of 
carrying things around. There is a wide variety of bags for 
different uses: handbags, shoulder bags, waist pouches, tote 
bags and backpacks. But bags have limited space. In a way, it 
is the bag that chooses the contents. In the case of furoshiki, 
however, it is the object to be carried that is the leading 
actor. The shape of a furoshiki can be freely changed to suit 
the contents. And when you finish using it, you can fold the 
furoshiki into a small and compact size. It is very practical 
and logical indeed. 

There are wrapping cultures in other countries, but Japan 
can claim to to have cultivated a unique wrapping culture 
that features not only furoshiki but also orikata and noshi 
(decoratively folded paper) and so on. This is due mostly to 
the ingenious forms of wrapping and skillful knots that the 
Japanese have nurtured, as well as to their thoughtful 
approach to everyday life. The Japanese people’s respect for 
function, beauty and etiquette are evident in furoshiki. 


In the Edo period people used furoshiki іп a variety of ways. (Hokusai/ 
National Diet Library) 


Culture of multifunctionality 


Japanese utensils tend to have many functions. Take 
chopsticks, for example. While Western people eat with 
spoons, knives, and forks, all with separate functions, the 
Japanese use chopsticks for everything. The same goes for 
housing. In Japan, a room becomes a bedroom when the 
futon is spread out. When the futon is cleared away anda 
table set up, it becomes a dining room. And when mats are 
put out, the same room becomes a living room. The 
Japanese developed this culture of multifunctionality at a 
time when things were not widely available, and as a result 
they treasure the things they have and seek to get as much 
out of them as possible. 

When a yukata (light summer kimono) gets too old to 
wear outdoors, it is used as sleepwear and then as diapers 
and rags. The Japanese find a different use for things at each 
stage as an item ages. This practice lies at the very heart of 
ecology. The word “Mottainai” (do not waste) and its spirit 
are back in vogue. Traditionally the Japanese have 
considered “Mottainai” to be a virtue that should be 
emphasized in upbringing and education. It is a lifestyle and 
spirit that should be passed on to future generations. 


The development of origami is further evidence of the manual 
dexterity of the Japanese. 


Picture of Buddha on His Deathbed 


There is a story behind this picture, in which a furoshiki (to 
be precise, an Indian rumal) can be seen. The mother of 
Buddha up in heaven receives word that Buddha is ill in bed, 
so she wraps medicine in a furoshiki and throws it down to 
Buddha from the sky. Unfortunately, though, the furoshiki 
gets caught in a tree, so the medicine never reaches Buddha. 


Buddha on his deathbed 
(Komazawa University) 
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Wrapping and Tying: Past and 
Present 


Past and present 


Wrapping and tying are the essential elements of furoshiki. 
The origins of these two words in Japanese are very 
interesting. The kanji for "Tsutsumu" (wrap; TL) comes from 
the figure of a woman admiring the baby in her womb. The 
character for “Musubu” (tie; ki) means giving shape to 
something or making something from nothing. “Omusubi,” 
a rice ball, means to shape rice by pressing it. "Mi o 
musubu,” to grow fruit, means that a fruit is grown from 
nothing. By tying a furoshiki, you promote the functionality 
of a single piece of cloth, give it shape, and fulfill a purpose. 
Furthermore, by wrapping an object, you are handling it 
with care and showing respect to the receiver. Furoshiki 
reflect the sensitivity of the Japanese. 


A history of more than 1,000 years 


Furoshiki, a single piece of fabric, have been used for more 
than 1,000 years. The name may have changed a few times, 
but the shapes remain almost the same. Furoshiki contain 
the wisdom and soul of our predecessors. Even with limited 
land and resources and small housing, the Japanese have 
continued to live happily because they have not forgotten 
their gratitude for what they have, and have displayed 
wisdom and creativity in using the right amount at the right 
time effectively right to the end. Furoshiki teach us this kind 
of mindfulness. 


Bridal Furoshiki 


Until quite recently furoshiki were widely used at weddings. 
Wealthy families ordered gorgeous furoshiki with 
auspicious patterns. Even families that could not afford 
expensive furoshiki made their own furoshiki dyed with 
their family crest or used fabric from futons in their homes, 
augmenting it with quilt. 

In Kyushu there was a custom by which parents made a 
furoshiki with the family crest for the daughter to take into 
her married life. In Okinawa too there is a similar beautiful 
furoshiki with the family crest, dyed bingata on hemp. All of 
these furoshiki convey the parents’ wishes for the happiness 
of their daughters. This is a tradition that should be revived. 
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Shiji no yukikai (Edo period/National Diet Library) 


Modern Living 


As lifestyles and fashion in Japan have become increasingly 
Westernized, new types of furoshiki have been developed. 
People are looking for ways to use and carry furoshiki that 
match their personal styles. A change of values is taking 
place from the image of furoshiki with kimono to one of 
furoshiki with Western-style clothes, from furoshiki for 
formal events to furoshiki for everyday use. 


Fire is the flower of the city of Edo 


In Edo (present-day Tokyo), fires occurred all the time. 
Because of this, the townspeople used to keep large 
furoshiki spread out under their futon so that, if a fire 
occurred nearby, they could quickly wrap their bedding and 
escape with it on their backs. It is also said that they kept 
furoshiki in their chests of drawers so that they could wrap 
up the contents quickly if they had to evacuate. furoshiki 


were useful tools in an emergency. 


Ogonsui daijin sakazuki (National Diet Library) 


Environment 


In recent years environmental issues have surfaced as a 
global problem. These days, each of us needs to think 
carefully about what we can do for the environment. Some 
supermarkets charge for plastic shopping bags to discourage 
their use. Furoshiki can play a useful role in everyday 
shopping. A furoshiki can be used over and over again, so 
trash is reduced. And when it’s not in use, it can be folded 
and put it in your pocket like a handkerchief. 

When shopping, before Have your shopping put ina 
paying your bill furoshiki-lined basket, pay 
your bill, and 


1. At the checkout counter, put 2. Tie ma-musubi knots using 


the furoshiki over an empty basket. two adjacent corners. 


3. Hold the two knots as a handle 
and lift the furoshiki out of the 
basket. 


A Trusty Travel Companion 


Traveling offers an excellent opportunity to make full use of 
furoshiki’s all-purpose functionality. When you pack, you 
can wrap things compactly by item in furoshiki. If the train’s 
air conditioning makes you feel cold, you can use a furoshiki 
as a blanket over your knees or as a shawl. If you encounter 
an unexpected shower, you can use a furoshiki to keep dry. 
Ata beach or hot spring, you can wrap your essentials in a 
furoshiki and look chic. When shopping, you can use a 
furoshiki as an extra bag. When you want to dress up, you 
can use it as a scarf or to decorate your handbag. 


Wrapping 

As more materials and colors become available, furoshiki 
are gaining popularity as an option for wrapping gifts. You 
can make a gorgeous wrapping by arranging furoshiki in a 
variety of ways without using any ribbons. People’s feelings 
when offering gifts to others have not changed at all since 
olden times, but the style is beginning to change. Instead of 
taking the gift out of the furoshiki and presenting it, more 
and more people are handing over the furoshiki parcel itself. 
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The Tuttle Story 
"Books to Span the East and West" 


Many people are surprised to learn that the world's largest 
publisher of books on Asia had its humble beginnings in 
the tiny American state of Vermont. The company's 
founder, Charles E. Tuttle, belonged to a New England 
family steeped in publishing. 

Tuttle's father was a noted antiquarian dealer in 
Rutland, Vermont. Young Charles honed his knowledge of 
the trade working in the family bookstore, and later in the 
rare books section of Columbia University Library. His 
passion for beautiful books—old and new— never wavered 
throughout his long career as a bookseller and publisher. 

After graduating from Harvard, Tuttle enlisted in the 
military and in 1945 was sent to Tokyo to work on 
General Douglas MacArthur's staff. He was tasked with 
helping to revive the Japanese publishing industry, which 
had been utterly devastated by the war. When his tour of 
duty was completed, he left the military, married a 
talented and beautiful singer, Reiko Chiba, and in 1948 
began several successful business ventures. 

To his astonishment, Tuttle discovered that postwar 
Tokyo was actually a book-lover's paradise. He befriended 
dealers in the Kanda district and began supplying rare 
Japanese editions to American libraries. He also imported 
American books to sell to the thousands of Gls stationed 
in Japan. By 1949, Tuttle’s business was thriving, and he 
opened Tokyo’s very first English-language bookstore in 
the Takashimaya Department Store in Ginza, to great 
success. Two years later, he began publishing books to 
fulfill the growing interest of foreigners in all things Asian. 

Though a westerner, Tuttle was hugely instrumental in 
bringing a knowledge of Japan and Asia to a world hungry 
for information about the East. By the time of his death in 
1993, he had published over 6,000 books on Asian culture, 
history and art—a legacy honored by Emperor Hirohito in 
1983 with the “Order of the Sacred Treasure,” the highest 
honor Japan can bestow upon a non-Japanese. 

The Tuttle company today maintains an active backlist 
of some 1,500 titles, many of which have been continuously 
in print since the 1950s and 1960s—a great testament to 
Charles Tuttle’s skill as a publisher. More than 60 years 
after its founding, Tuttle Publishing is more active today 
than at any time in its history, still inspired by Charles 
Tuttle’s core mission—to publish fine books to span the 
East and West and provide a greater understanding of each. 


Etsuko Yamada comes from а family of furoshiki 
makers in Kyoto. After studying art she became a 
textile designer and table coordinator. She is now 
art director for Kyoto Wa-Bunka Institute MUSUBI 
in Tokyo, the first shop specializing in furoshiki in 
Japan, where she lectures and works on product 
development as well as on new ways of using 
furoshiki to suit the needs of today's world. 

Visit the shop online at www.kyoto-musubi.com. 


After graduating from Rikkyo University, 

Kanji Okamoto studied under architectural 
photographers Tomio Ohashi and Shigeo Okamoto. 
He now works as an independent photographer 
specializing in architecture. 
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